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SOVIETS TEST NEW ICBM, TREATY QUESTION RAISED 
iiy FRED S. HOFFMAN 
WASHINGTON 

Soviet Onion h as fired a new intercontinental 

E- ALL I ST I C MISSILE, IN A TEST WHICH COULD RAISE QUESTIONS ABOUT WHETHER 
KdSCOW IS VIOLATING THE UNRATIFIED SftLT II NUCLEAR ARMS TREATY? U.$. 
INTELLIGENCE SOURCES SAID LATE TUESDAY. 

^Officials said a small? solid-fuel missile has launched Feb. 8 from 

PLESETSK AND THAT PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS OF INFORMATION PICKED UP BY 
N H tR'i CAN MONITORING EQUIPMENT SUGGESTS IT MAY HAVE BEEN THE FIRST 
SUCCESSFUL TEST OF A SECOND NEW SOVIET ICBfL 
{, It NAS A MISSILE KE HAVEN’T SEEN BEFORE?” SAID ONE OF THE 
SOURCES? WHO SPOKE ONLY ON CONDITION THEY HOT BE NAMED. 

U.B. OFFICIALS CONFIRMED LR5T DECEMBER THAT THE SOVIETS HAD 
TEST-FIRED A MEDIUM-SIZED? SOLID-FUEL ICBil. 

The Sml! I ! treaty specifies that the Soviet union and the United 
States may flight-test and deploy only one new type of ICBn? which 

MUST BE A LIGHT ONE? ACCORDING TO A JULY 21? 1379? LETTER SIGNED BY 

theh-Secretrry of State Cyrus Vance in submitting the treaty to 
President Carter. 

There was no^formal comment from either the Defense or State 

DEPARTMENTS. OFFICIALS CAUTIONED AGAINST JUMPING TO THE CONCLUSION 
THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE BROKEN THE AGREEMENT. 

Although the united States never ratified SfiLT II? the Reagan 

ADMINISTRATION HAS SAID IT WILL ABIDE BY IT SO LONG AS THE SOVIETS DO 
THE SAME. 

mate Department officials said they were not ”aware of any charges 

THAT THE SOVIETS MAY BE PREPARING TO VIOLATE THE AGREEMENT.” 

These officials? like the intelligence sources? insisted that their 

NAMES NOT BE USED. 

THE U.i. GOVERNMENT CONFIRMED LAST DECEMBER THAT THE SOVIET UNION 
HAD FLIGHT-TESTED A NEW TYPE OF iCBfi, THEY DID SO AFTER REPORTS THAT A 
MEDIUM-SIZE SOLID-FUEL MISSILE HAD BEEN LAUNCHED OCT. 26 BUT THAT ITS 
FIRST-STAGE ROCKET MOTOR FAILED. 

In late uecember? amid new reports thrt the Soviet union was 

PREPARING FOR ANOTHER MISSILE TEST? STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN MLAN 
KDMBERG SAID THAT ”lF THEY BEGIN TO TEST ANOTHER NEW TYPE OF IC6H? 
THIS WOULD CONFLICT WITH THE TERMS OF SPIT II.” 
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